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INAUGURAL SESSION

Opportunities for a Sustainable Blue Economy”.
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Key Thematic Areas under Blue Economy
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Understanding the Blue Economy – Science
and Services
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“Understanding the Blue Economy – Science and
Services”.

1st Technical Session

M I N I S T R Y O F E A R T H S C I E N C E S



Blue Economy Management and Policy
Perspectives
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2nd Technical Session

“Blue Economy Management and Policy Perspectives”
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Steering Research & Innovation

-G20 MoES

M I N I S T R Y O F E A R T H S C I E N C E S



-G20 MoES

Fostering the Spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam!
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Team MoES at the 3rd ECSWG Meeting
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Paradip Beach,
Odisha

G20 Mega Beach Cleanup Activity Across the World

Cape Town

Cape Town Mauritius
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Lifestyle for Environment
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Fort Kochi Beach,
Kochi

Diglipur Beach,
Andaman and Nicobar

Juhu Beach,
Mumbai
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Dr. M. Ravichandran, Secretary, MoES, delivered
the opening remarks wherein he highlighted
the role of the ocean and its ecosystems in
sustaining life on the planet, regulating the
climate, and facilitating economic growth. He
emphasised that 40 per cent of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) rely on healthy ocean
and biodiversity, particularly SDG 14 (Life below
water) and SDG 13 (Climate action). He added that
“progress on SDG 14 is slow and inadequate,
and in 2019, it received the least funding from
official development assistance providers.
Within the G20, SDG 14 was the second lowest
scoring goal in 2021 and there is need for
collective efforts to meet these goals through
national programmes of member States.”

In her opening remarks, Ms. Richa Sharma, 
Additional Secretary, MoEF & CC, highlighted that
the Blue Economy is one of the key priorities of
the ECSWG under India’s G20 Presidency and
the Ocean 20 dialogue seeks to facilitate discussions
on comprehensive and innovative solutions
towards a sustainable and resilient Blue Economy.
She emphasised on India’s approach towards
marine conservation which comprises a synergistic
combination of science and technology, policy,
and community involvement. She emphasised
several initiatives like the coral transplantation
in the Gulf of Kachchh and Gulf of Mannar,
innovative Olive Ridley turtle conservation using
satellite tagging, and the strategic deployment
of soft solutions to combat coastal erosion that
showcase India’s firm commitment to
preserve its marine biodiversity.

OPENING REMARK
BY DR. M. RAVICHANDRAN, SECRETARY, MoES

BY MS. RICHA SHARMA, ADDITIONAL SECRETARY, MoEF & CC
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Setting the context for technical session comprising the Ocean 20 Dialogue, Dr. Srinivas,
Director, Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) highlighted the
opportunities and challenges involved in building a sustainable and climate resilient blue
economy. The technical sessions were driven through panel discussions on the cross-cutting
themes of ‘Science, Technology and Innovation for a Sustainable Blue Economy’, ‘Policy,
Governance, and Participation’, and ‘Establishing Blue Finance Mechanisms’. Indispensable
role of science advancements, innovative solutions and technological interventions in bridging
the existing gaps towards achieving a sustainable blue economy were discussed during the
first session. Dr. G A Ramadass, Director, National Institute of Technology (NIOT), and a panel
expert during this session, highlighted the need to enhance the underwater acoustic technology
for better communication and the important role of emerging technologies like blockchain
and artificial intelligence in facilitating advancement and sustainability in the maritime domain.
Dr. Srinivas, Director, INCOIS, moderated the next session on policy, governance and participation
where relevant issues including the high seas treaty, participation and sensitization of local
communities, transboundary cooperation and adaptive management for building a sustainable
and climate resilient blue economy were discussed. The last technical session saw experts
deliberating on the need and ways for devising dependable and sustainable finance
mechanisms for propelling the blue economy initiatives.
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Dr. Srinivas, Director
Indian National Centre for Ocean

Information Services (INCOIS)

Dr. G A Ramadass, Director
National Institute of  Technology 

(NIOT)
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